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From 1912 to 1914, the Athabasca/Boyle area saw a large growth 
in church construction, thanks to the foresight and determination of 
people such as Rev. J. W. McDonald, B.P. Colelough and R. Little, 
as well as ordained priests H. Hesketh and W. Minshaw. 
St. Andrew's (Kinnoull) Colinton was one of the six churches in 
the area that were dedicated in 1913. Other churches that were 
dedicated in the same year were Holy Trinity (Big Coulee), St. 
James (Pine Creek), Dover-Vincent (Dover), St. Mark's (Plum 
Lake) and St. Albans' (South Athabasca). St. Andrew's in 
Colinton became the centre for the region due to the fact that the 
then existing roads and trails all came through Colinton. 
In 1912, the construction of the little log church named St. 
Andrew's was undertaken after Mr. David Hay, Sr. gave a portion 
of his land located on NW-10-65-22-W4 (in the northwest corner), 
to the Synod of the Dioceses of Athabasca. 
Some of the pioneers of the area that spearheaded and helped with 
construction of this log church were said to be Mr. David Hay Sr., 
Mr. J. Milne and Mr. N.O. Jack. 
Once the new log church was ready for services, it was dedicated 
on May 18, 1913. Without a resident minister available in 
(Kinnoull) Colinton, administering the Lord's work at St. 
Andrew's was undertaken by Rev. McDonald and the Rev. White, 
who took turns traveling from A l l Saints in Athabasca. 
On September 9, 1913, the Rev. McDonald had the privilege of 
performing the first service of holy matrimony in the new church 
between Mr. R. DeLancey and Miss A. Guscott. 
August, 1929 saw the first confirmation service, which saw nine 
young people confirmed by the Rev. Bishop Robins. 
Mrs. Milne, who was on an extended stay from England visiting 
with friends and relatives in the area, had the privilege of being St. 
Andrew's first organist. Other people of the time who also played 
organ in the little log church were said to be Mrs. Richard 
DeLancey and Mrs. J. A . Robertson. 
The shell of the little log church still .stands today on a little knoll 
on the east side of the "cemetery road", just south of Secondary 
Highway 663. The building itself has been abandoned since the 
early 1940's but it is still moderately sound, after 93 years of 
facing Mother Nature. This says a lot about the building 
techniques used and the abilities of those who worked on the 
church. 
Just to the south of the old church, hidden in the bush, there is a 
small headstone in memory of two children who both passed away 
in 1919: Martin Edward Cragg (2 years 10 months) and Charles 
Clarence Cragg (1 year 7 months), both beloved sons of Charles 
and Croinne Cragg. 
Shortly after the new church was organized, the Women's 
Auxiliary Group was formed in 1913 and was very active through 
the years. They sponsored the Junior Women's Auxiliary and 
looked after the Little Helpers Program. Both Deanery and 
Diocesan meetings were attended on a regular basis by members of 
the Auxiliary. 
With the growth of the area, it was felt by the congregation that it 
was time for St. Andrew's to move into the newly created town 
site of Colinton where it stands today. 
But with finances being strained, following the stock market crash 
of 1929 and the resulting depression, the funding of a new church 
was dubious. This facts stands out when you take into account that 
only one sixth of the financial requirements of the Diocese of 
Athabasca was being raised at a local level. 
In 1934, Bishop A.H.R. Sovereign, while on a trip to England, 
managed to lobby funds from the Colonial and Continental Church 
Society that allowed the planning and construction of the new St. 
Andrew's to be undertaken. Apparently Bishop Sovereign was a 
person who had the gift of being able to procure funding and other 
types of support for the growing Anglican Church in Canada. This 
is one reason why he was known by his friends and acquaintances 
as "Savvy" Sovereign. 
Over the years, St. Andrew's was one of three churches in 
Colinton; there was also a United Church and a Roman Catholic 
Church, so you might say that all denominations were represented. 
With property now in hand (Lots 1-7, Block 5, Plan 430 ET), it 
was time to undertake the construction of the new church. It was 
decided to construct the church straddling Lots 3 and 4, which 
would centre it on the property. The minister in charge of this 
undertaking was the Rev. T.D. Jones, while Mr. N.O. Jack became 
the building director. Both Mr. Doug Hay and his father, Mr. 
David Hay, along with many others, volunteered many long hours 
to see the building brought to completion. After much hard work 
and determination, the new St. Andrew's Anglican Church in 
Colinton was consecrated on August 22, 1936. 
Note: It is rumored that, during the construction of the footings of 
the new church, a "time capsule" of sorts was placed so that future 
congregations could have a glimpse into the past of St. Andrew's. 
Once the new church was up and running, it was time to move the 
rectory, for the second time, to its new permanent home on Lots 5 
and 6, beside the church. Over the years, many changes and 
additions have been made to the original building. A few years 
back, renovations were undertaken to the original part of the old 
rectory and a complete 1922 75 t h Anniversary calendar from 
Massey-Harris was removed from inside a wall. This calendar was 
probably placed in the wall prior to moving the old mission house 
from Pine Creek to Colinton in 1922-23. 
This building still sits on its final resting place next to the church, 
but is now owned by the Griffin family. 
Mrs. J.A.D. Robertson, was the first of many talented people to 
bring the new St. Andrew's to life with her organ music. Over the 
years, the celebration of services was enhanced by the musical 
skills of Mrs. Evelyn Day and Mrs. Muriel Puylaert. In more 
recent years, we have been blessed with the company of many 
musical parishioners who have willingly shared their gift of music. 
With new life being brought to the new church, Mrs. J.A.D. 
(Lillian) Robertson became responsible for organizing a junior 
choir to augment the existing senior choir. On many occasions 
both choirs came together for church services, funerals and special 
occasions. Some members of the choirs were: Nancy Thiede, 
Joyce Whiteley, Maud Chapman, May Pelak, Rosie Hamilton, 
Olga Pelak, Vera Pelak, Annie Pelak, Jean Chapman, Edith 
Talpash, Mona Day, Margaret Peck, Jean Fowlie, Joy Puylaert, Ivy 
Shove and May Jack. 
It is interesting to note that, in those days, members of the Junior 
Choir were allowed out of school so that they could sing at 
funerals. 
As with most churches, many of the interior elements were 
donated in memory of others and St. Andrew's is not any different. 
These memorial donations include: 
• the font and pulpit (donated by Mr. and Mrs. David Hay in 
memory of their three infant daughters) 
• the stained glass window above the nave (donated by Mr. 
and Mrs. C.J.R. Whiteley in memory of their daughter 
Jean) 
• the east and west stained glass windows in the nave (a gift 
from Mr. Richard M . Chappie of St. Paul's Cathedral in 
London, Ontario in 1963) 
• the white hangings and large candle sticks (donated by the 
Talpash family in memory of their mother and father Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Talpash) 
• the prayer desk and purple hangings (donated by the 
Women's Auxiliary [WA] and the congregation in memory 
of Mrs. Evelyn Day) 
• the two stained glass windows over the inside entrance 
doors (placed by the congregation of St. Andrew's in 
loving memory of Mrs. Lillian Robertson) 
• the present altar (built by Mr. M . Griffin in memory of 
[Papa] Mr. Harold Puylaert) 
• the furnace, now being used in the hall (a gift of the 
Canadian Forces Base, Protestant Chapel, Cold Lake) 
• the Roland Electric Organ (donated by the Alberts family 
in memory of Mr. Eddy Alberts) 
In 1940, it was decided to construct a hall, built on Lots 1 and 2, to 
compliment the church. This project was initially funded by a loan 
from Mrs. Rosie (Adam) Hamilton. Through the hard work and 
dedication of both the congregation and others in the area, the hall 
was finished and the loan paid off in fine style. At the time of 
construction, the Rev. C.J. Lang was the rector of St. Andrew's. 
Over the past 66 years, the hall has seen many events including 
suppers, teas, rummage sales, an active Sunday School, wedding 
receptions, anniversaries and family gatherings. For a few years, 
the hall was also used as a "country music theater" where full 
length movies were shown once or twice a month for anyone who 
wished to attend. In the mid-70's a new kitchen, washrooms and 
furnace were added to the south end of the original hall, making it 
more enjoyable for all to use (no more running out back to the 
outhouse in winter). Other activities in the hall over the years have 
been an active Women's Auxiliary, a Junior Women's Auxiliary, a 
Boys Club, Junior Choir, along with Boy Scouts and Venturer 
groups. 
Since the construction of the original St. Andrew's in 1912, St. 
Andrew's has had an active Sunday School, led by many dedicated 
teachers who have accepted children of all denominations. For the 
Sunday Schools of the past, highlights of the "school" year 
included Christmas parties, where gifts sent from Eastern Canadian 
Anglican Churches were distributed, along with a midsummer 
picnic and campouts at Camp Metawawan at Baptise Lake. 
Until 1980, St. Andrew's was considered to be a "missionary 
Church", within the Anglican Church, so it has seen its fair share 
of ministers come and go over the intervening years. This clergy 
list includes: 
1913-1916 Rev. J.W. McDonald D.D. 
1913 Rev. A.S. White 
Rev. R. Little (later to become Archdeacon) 
1916-1917 Rev. H. Hesketh 
1917 Rev. S.R: Baron 
1917-1923 Rev. C.H. Quarterman 
1921-1923 Rev. W.C. Pearson 
1922 J. Bordie — summer student 
1923-1924 Rev. W.S. Beams (the first minister to reside in the 
Colinton rectory) 
1924 Rev. W. Grovier 
1924-1928 Rev. G. Pratt 
1928-1930 Rev. J.R. Ramsey 
1930-1931 Rev. P.A. Richard 
R.J. Pierce - summer student 
1931-1932 Rev. N.I. Law 
1932-1934 Rev. R.J. Pierce, B A , DD (later to become the 7 t h 
Bishop of Athabasca) 
1934-1938 Rev. T.D. Jones 
1938-1944 Rev. C.R. Lang, L.Th. 
1944-1946 E.C. Dicken 
1946-1950 Rev. A.F. Sheward 
Rev. Dr. D. Pinkerton 
1951-1952 Miss F. Budd 
Rev. R.L. Chrisfield, B.A, B.D. 
Rev. G.H. Ash 
Rev. J.A. Meakin 
Rev. R E . Stubbs 
Enid Longwell (first female Deacon ordained in the 
Diocese of Athabasca) 
Rev. C.R. Walters, T L B . , OSL 
A celebration of the fortieth Anniversary (1936-1976) of the 
present St. Andrew's took place in September 1976, in the 
Colinton Community Centre, where a dinner was held and attended 
by some two hundred people. Among the many guests were 
Bishop and Mrs. F.H.W. Crabb, along with former rectors Rev. 
and Mrs. Roy Chrisfield, Cannon Glenn Ash and Rev. Enid 
Longwell. Rev. Charles Walters was the rector at this time. 
Following the departure of Rev. Walters in 1980, and without a 
replacement minister available for St. Andrew's, it was decided 
that St. Andrew's Colinton and St. Thomas' Perry vale would 
become part of the Parish of Athabasca. The ministry of St. 
Andrew's and St. Thomas' was undertaken by the Rev. Bruce 
Aylard, until June of 1981. The Rev. Don Phillips ministered to 
the needs of St. Andrew's and the parish until December of the 
same year. 
In January, 1982 and for the next seven years, the Rev. Grahme 
Spears showed not only the Parish of Athabasca but to all who 
knew him, that he was truly a "people's minister", willing to give 
of himself to all, no matter what their religious affiliation or 
beliefs. In 1989, Rev. Spears, along with his family, returned to 







Following the departure of Rev. Spears, Bishop Woolsey invited 
the Rev. R.L. Risley of Smithers, BC to minister to the Parish of 
Athabasca, including St. Andrew's. 
Around this time in history, and with the increase in peoples' 
mobility and centralization, changing times came which saw the 
Hamlet of Colinton gradually become smaller. But, as always and 
with true pioneer spirit, the congregation of St. Andrew's held 
together and, as in the depression years, started once more to fight 
the fight for survival. During this time, they saw the closing of St. 
Catherine's Roman Catholic Church, the only other active church 
in Colinton. 
During the life of St. Andrew's, as with most small rural churches, 
especially those in multi-point parishes, lay readers are an integral 
part of the church's life blood. A lay reader is described as "a 
layman in the Anglican Church, appointed by the Bishop, to read 
from the Book of Common Prayer or the Book of Alternative 
Services and otherwise assist at services, with the rector being 
present or not". These hard working wonderful people, with their 
dedication, have been able to hold the continuity of small churches 
together. In our St. Andrew's, there have been many lay readers 
over the years and have included Harold Puylaert, Sheila Jackson, 
Terry Francis, Mike and Erika Griffin, Bruno Wiskel and Bi l l 
Creaser. 
To take a small step back in time, a big thank-you should go out to 
people such as Harold Puylaert, Ken Jackson, Harry Keep, along 
with others, for all the hours they dedicated to the upkeep of our 
beloved St. Andrew's. These are the people who, before the time 
of gas furnaces and electric lights, made sure that the fires were 
started to warm the buildings during the colder weather; and that 
lamps were lit, so that the word of God could be proclaimed, which 
made services inviting for all to attend. 
On September 3, 1993, the new Parish of Boyle was formed 
(which moved St. Andrew's and St. Thomas out of the Parish of 
Athabasca and into the newly formed parish). This new Parish of 
Boyle became a four point parish and covered a wide area 
including A l l Saints Boyle, St. Andrew's Colinton, St. Thomas 
Perryvale and Christ Church Wandering River. 
Rev. Michael McGee, pastor for the Parish of Boyle, become the 
new rector and ministered to the needs of St. Andrew's 
congregation until June 1997, when he and his family moved to 
Port Albernie, B.C. 
With the departure of Rev. McGee, the Rev. Alan Bonertz took 
over the reins in October, 1997. Rev. Bonertz stayed in the Parish 
of Boyle until June 2002, when he relocated to Westlock, A B . 
From the time Rev. Bonertz left the parish in 2002, until December 
2004, when the Rev. Paul and Ann Crossland arrived, lay readers 
were once more the "guiding lights" of the parish. They were 
assisted by Rev. Dawson Beaver, who came out of retirement to 
help; the lay readers were also assisted by Cristobel and David 
Lines, who were part of the Church Army, a group of evangelists 
within the Anglican Church. 
In 2005, the Parish of Boyle, changed its' name to reflect the many 
churches under its' direction, becoming the Parish of the Northern 
Lights; at the same time, the parish became a five-point parish, 
including the Golgotha Lutheran church in Ellscott. 
St. Andrew's, as with many other small churches, has seen its 
congregational numbers ebb and flow. At present (2006), the 
congregational membership of St. Andrew's includes forty-four 
plus family units and is looking forward to slow but steady growth 
in the future. With more people looking to get away from the 
larger centres and taking up the more relaxed lifestyle of country 
living, this growth looks very promising. 
Many people not familiar with the area ask i f St. Andrew's is an 
active church; congregation members are proud to tell all that they 
are very active indeed. St. Andrew's hold services every Sunday 
at 9:00 am, along with regular Sunday School and Youth Group, 
capably led by Donna Pederson. On the 5 t h Sunday of the month, 
combined services are held, alternately, in the five churches that 
make up the Parish of the Northern Lights. 
The Anglican Church Women (ACW) group was reformed in the 
1990's and are presently very active in helping to support the 
church with fundraising events such as Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Suppers, and Annual Perennial Sale, Father's Day BBQ, Fall 
Supper, Everything Sale and, of course, the Christmas Tea and 
Craft Sale. 
During the month of August, a Vacation Bible School (VBS) is 
held for all youth, ages 5-14 years. Those attending have the 
opportunity to participate in crafts, fun, friendship and to learn 
about God's great work. 
In 2005, an Altar Guild was formed, to assist in the upkeep of the 
church and to make sure that all is in order for Sunday services. 
In early 2006, the congregation of St. Andrew's decided to 
investigate the feasibility of construction of a new church/hall 
building. 
A Building Committee was struck, made up of Rev. Paul 
Crossland, Chair Bi l l Creaser, Secretary Jan Overacker, Terry 
Francis, LeRoy Overacker, Mike Griffin, Cathie Creaser, Joyce 
Wilson, Dan Olafson, Ken Day and Allison Prouse. This team put 
together plans and ideas for a new and improved St. Andrew's. 
This new and improved structure is planned to be built on the 
existing property, on 50 t h Street, within the Hamlet, directly behind 
the present building, which will be removed once construction is 
completed. 
At the present time, it is planned that the new St. Andrew's church 
will be a single level structure, with the church portion to be 
located on the east end and the hall on the west end of the 40' by 
100' building. Many of the elements from the existing St. 
Andrew's will be incorporated into the new building, such as the 
stained glass windows and the inside entrance doors. It is felt by 
the building committee and the congregational members alike that 
this type of building should meet the requirements of the 
congregation for years to come. 
From a log church, built just south of the town site in 1912 to the 
existing structure with the Hamlet of Colinton built in 1936, the 
congregation of St. Andrew's have never looked back, only ahead. 
So, to sum it up: St. Andrew's has come from a humble past, into 
the present and thanks to all involved, is looking forward to a 
bright and prosperous future, of being able to show all that the 
word of God shall be forever more. 
